
LEADERSHIP, ADVOCACY AND SERVICE FOR MANITOBA’S PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARDS 

March 26, 2021 

TO: SECRETARY-TREASURERS 
SAFETY OFFICERS 

FROM: DARREN THOMAS, RISK MANAGER 

RE: Fireworks Guidelines 

Please see the attached document outlining Risk Management guidelines around fireworks for special occasions. 
Please note that fireworks is an activity which requires much consideration and falls outside of the ‘normal’ school 
activities.  

Things to keep in mind when reviewing events like this are: 

• Confirm that the activity is suited to the intended purpose/design of the facility/premise
• Use of Informed Consent forms signed by parents
• Ensure that these activities are properly supervised by staff and/or competent contractors
• Refer to the insurance requirements to be followed
• Consult with Risk Manager as needed

Please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions you may have.  Thank you.  

Darren Thomas 

Attachment



Fireworks permits and 
required authorizations 

for schools
—A Step-by-Step Guide

The main purpose of a permit is notification to those that 
would be required to respond in the case of an emergency. 
IE: Police, Fire Department, etc. Schools are strongly 
recommended to hire a Licensed commercial contractor 
(Archangel Fireworks has extensive knowledge and school 
familiarity. MSBA Risk Management recommends their 
participation. Contact: Candice Mitchell via email at 
Candice@ArchangelFireworks.com).

This should always be the responsibility of the company or 
individual that is contracted to do the display. Knowing the 
process from start to finish is the best way to guarantee 
all necessary documents, permits and permissions are in 
place before the show, but ultimately this responsibility 
falls to the contractor to obtain all the necessary 
documents. All approved documents can and should be 
requested before the show date and available on site the 
night of the scheduled display. 

One thing to know about permits is that they are not all 
standard but do have some common steps. Each city, town 
or Rural Municipality may have their own requirements 
specific to their process. The best way to find out, if you do 
not know, is to contact the local fire department. Contact 
information can be obtained online or through the town or 
RM office. 

There are 3 types of fireworks that are available for use in 
Canada: display fireworks, consumer fireworks and close 
proximity pyrotechnics. Descriptions have been taken 
directly from Natural Resources Canada, Display Fireworks 
Manual. 

Display fireworks (High-hazard) –  

Display Fireworks

High-level display fireworks

Effects that reach more than 50 meters are high-level 
fireworks. There are three kinds of high-level fireworks:

1.	 Aerial shells (including large shells and nautical effects)
2.	 Comets
3.	 Large Roman candles (larger than 50 millimetres, 

inside diameter) 

Low-level display fireworks

Effects that reach less than 50 meters 
are low-level fireworks. There are 
four common kinds of low-level 
fireworks:

1.	 Roman Candles
2.	 Mines
3.	 Cakes
4.	 Flying Saucers

Consumer fireworks

Consumer fireworks are low-
hazard fireworks articles designed 
for recreational use by the public. 

Types of consumer fireworks include:

1.	 Roman candles
2.	 Sparklers 
3.	 Fountains
4.	 Wheels 
5.	 Volcanoes
6.	 Mines 
7.	 Snakes 
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Pyrotechnic special effects, also known as theatrical effects 
or proximity pyrotechnics are devices that are typically used 
indoors by a licensed pyrotechnician in the entertainment 
industry and are similar in nature to consumer fireworks in 
terms of their chemical compositions.

Types of close proximity pyrotechnics include:

1.	 Gerbs
2.	 Mines
3.	 Comets
4.	 Aerial effects
5.	 Binary powders
6.	 Smoke
7.	 Flame projectors
8.	 Theatrical effects IE: Flashpots, SPD’s and bullet hits. 

There are three types of permits

1. Display fireworks

If a permit has not been 
established by the local fire 
department or RM specific to 
them, then there is a blank 
federal application available 
for use. Either can be used 
and both are considered 
valid. A display fireworks 
show must have a physical 
permit approved and signed 
by the local Authority Having 
Jurisdiction (AHJ) before the 
fireworks can be moved to 
the site or a show fired. No 
exceptions. The technicians must have a copy on hand 
along with all the required support documents. 

2. Consumer fireworks 

Not all locations require a consumer fireworks permit 
outside of Winnipeg and Brandon. The contractor is still 
required to notify the local fire department. Most areas 
will approve a permit with a phone call but this is up to the 
AHJ in that specific area. If you do not know, best to always 
ask. Proof of an approval can be provided in the form of an 
email if no other documents are available.  

3. Close-Proximity 
 Pyrotechnics

If a permit has not 
been established 
by the local fire 
department or RM 
specific to them, the 
blank federal application 
is used. A close-proximity 
pyrotechnics show must have a 
physical permit approved and 
signed by the Local Aauthority Having 
Jurisdiction (AHJ) before the fireworks can 
be moved to the site or the show is fired. No 
exceptions. The technicians must have a copy on 
hand along with all the required support documents.  

Steps to obtaining a permit
Permits should always fall to the company or contractor 
hired to do the display. Knowing the requirements will help 
guarantee all the necessary paperwork is in place prior to 
the show. 

Permit requirements are different based on the type of 
show. Below is a breakdown for each type. More details on 
each specific requirement are also included.

Consumer fireworks

•	 Letter of permission from the property owner
•	 Site diagram which includes the distances/size of the 

required fallout zone. Required safety distance is 60 
meters minimum for a circular site. 

•	 Filled out permit if required in the area. Check with 
local by-laws to confirm if a permit is required. 

•	 If there is no permit by-law, a notification should be 
forwarded to the local AHJ. 

•	 Copy of a valid fireworks license is not required for this 
type of show unless requested by the local AHJ.  

  Display fireworks

•	 Letter of permission from the property owner
•	 Site diagram which includes the distances/size of 

the required fallout zone. Required safety distance 
is between 80 and 650 meters for an oblong site 
depending on shells maximum caliber.  
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• Complete product listing of all product to be included
in the show. Listing much include, manufacturer
information, effect description and caliber.

• Valid Fireworks Operators Certificate for the supervisor
in charge. Some jurisdictions require a copy of all the
licenses for the crew.

• Insurance certificate or proof of insurance of $5 million
or more in coverage.

• Completed permit with signature IE: Federal
application or Local Display Fireworks Permit

• NOTAM (see additional requirements on the next
page) over 3 inch diameter shell (reaching 300 feet/92
metres) or in a direct flight path

• Event description

Close Proximity Pyrotechnics

• Letter of permission from the property owner
• Site diagram which includes the distances/size of

the required fallout zone. Required safety distance is
between 4.5 metres minimum and up depending on
the effects.

• Complete product listing must include manufacturer
information, effect description and caliber.

• Valid Pyrotechnician license. This is a separate license
from the FOC. An FOC license does not permit the user
to ignite close proximity pyrotechnics.

• Insurance certificate or proof of insurance of $5 million
or more in coverage

• Completed permit with signature IE: Federal
application or Local Close Proximity Permit

• NOTAM if show contacts effects of 275 Feet or 84
metres from a rooftop.

• Event description

Support Documents Description and 
Requirements
Letters of Permission

The letter needs to have the following included:
1. Date of display.
2. Location – Street address if it exists. PO Box # can be

used if there is no other option or GPS coordinates.
3. Signature

- email signatures are acceptable, but original
signatures are preferred.

4. Letters from towns, community centers, schools and
businesses need to be on official letter head.

5. The type of product needs to be identified.

IE: consumer hazard, display or close proximity 
pyrotechnics.

An example of the wording for the letter is as follows:

“The (location) grants permission to (company or contractor’s 
name), to ignite a (type of show) from  their property located 
at (address) on (date). 

Site Diagrams

Site Diagrams must show the site layout for the maximum 
shell sizeto be used in the display at the specified location 
and must include the items below. 

1. Distance to spectators
2. Total fallout zone
3. Prevailing wind direction if known
4. Crowd location

• Site diagrams can be generated on Google Earth or
similar products.

Product List

Product listing must include the following:

1. Type of product
2. Manufacturer
3. Caliber or size
4. ERD approval number

• Product listing can be generated from an inventory
system and will always vary based on the software.

• Products can be listed individually on the event
description or in the body of the email.

Copy of the Supervisor in charge, FOC

• Copy of the valid license needs to be forwarded
with the application. This can either be an image
of the license or a letter provided by the Explosives
Regulatory Division (ERD).
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Proof of Insurance
Special fireworks display insurance should be requested with limits no less than $5 million per incident.  Proof of 
insurance by way of Certificate of Insurance (COI) must be provided showing the Division as an additional named 
insured with respect to the fireworks event. 

Additional Requirements
Each jurisdiction may have additional requirements and this varies by location. The items included below may also be 
required as part of the permit package. Like the permit, copies of these documents can be requests prior to the display 
and should be available on site the night of the display.

1. NOTAM – Notice to Airmen
A NOTAM is a notice containing information essential to personnel concerned with flight operations. In the case of
fireworks, they are required if they show contains a shell of 3 inch diameter shell or higher. NOTAMS are issued by
Transport Canada.

2. Noise permits
Noise permits are required within city limits. Most jurisdictions outside of large centers, do not have a noise permit
requirement. For the City of Winnipeg for example, a noise permit is approved by the Winnipeg Police department.
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